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James Madison to James Monroe, March 2, 1803.

Transcription: The Writings of James Madison,

ed. Gaillard Hunt. New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons,

1900-1910.

TO JAMES MONROE. D. OF S. MSS. INSTR.

Department of State, March 2d, 1803.1

Sir,

You will herewith receive two Commissions with the correspondent instructions, in which,

you are associated as Minister Plenipotentiary and Extraordinary to the French Republic

and to His Catholic Majesty, together with the respective letters of credence to those

Governments.

The allowance for the service will be a salary at the rate of nine thousand dollars a year.

The general rule which dates the commencement of the salary at the time of leaving

home being inapplicable to your case, inasmuch as your appointment was notified and

accepted at this place; your salary will commence on the — day of January on which it

was understood you accepted the appointment; and will cease with the termination of the

business of your Mission; a quarter's salary being however added, as an allowance for the

expences of your return home.

The distinction between the circumstances of an extraordinary and temporary mission

and those of a mission requiring a fixed establishment, is the ground on which no outfit

is allowed. But you will be allowed your expences in repairing go Paris, including those

of a Journey from your home to this place; and your expences in travelling between the
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places where you are or may be required to attend. In adopting this mode of allowance in

lieu of the outfit, the President presuming your expences will not exceed a year's salary,

has thought proper to make that the limit. In addition to the above, you will have a right to

charge for postages

and Couriers, should the latter prove necessary.

Your Mission to Madrid will depend on the event of that to Paris, and on the information

there to be acquired. Should the entire Cession in view be obtained from the French

Republic as the assignees of Spain, it will not be necessary to resort to the Spanish

Government. Should the whole or any part of the Cession be found to depend, not on

the French, but on the Spanish Government you will proceed to join Mr. Pinckney in the

requisite negotiations with the latter. Altho' the United States are deeply interested in the

complete success of your Mission, the Floridas, or even either of them, without the Island

of New Orleans, on proportionate terms, will be a valuable acquisition.

The President will expect, that the most punctual and exact communication be made,

of the progress and prospects of the negotiations; and of the apparent dispositions

of the Governments of France and Spain towards the United States. Should either of

them, particularly the former, not only reject our proposition but manifest a spirit from

which a determined violation of our rights, and its hostile consequences, may be justly

apprehended, it will become necessary to give ulterior instructions abroad as well as to

make arrangements at home, which will require the earliest possible notice.

The inclosed letters to our Bankers at Amsterdam and London, authorize them to pay your

drafts for expences, as above referred to, and as you shall find it most convenient to draw

upon the one or the other. Your experience will suggest to you the necessity of taking

exact vouchers in all cases of expenditure, in order to the settlement of your accounts.

Should
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you find it necessary to appoint a private Secretary on your arrival in Europe, you are

authorized to do so, allowing him for his service at the rate of 1350 dollars p annum. If he

should live in your family, the expences of his maintenance and travelling will be included

in your accounts; but he cannot be allowed any thing separately for expenses and his

salary will cease when the three months allowed for your return commence. As he will

have been found in France or Spain it will not be unjust to leave him there without an extra

allowance for returning.

I have the honor to be, &c.


